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and haunts.” But on the bookshelves in bookstores, the text appears under autobiography, 
travel literature, fiction, and essay. A Small Place is all of these things. In fact, the dis-placement 
of Kincaid’s text, the very ambiguity of its subject, reflects the complexities and challenges 
faced in defining a postcolonial nation.

One of the first difficulties of understanding A Small Place is deciding how to discuss it. 
The book is a surprisingly short composition, a mere eighty-one pages in the Farrar, Straus 
and Giroux edition. Despite its small size (or perhaps because of it) the accumulation of such 
postcolonial issues as nation formation, national identity, neocolonialism, and economic 
underdevelopment that Kincaid addresses complicates the text and overwhelms the reader. 
The back matter of the text trumpets this quality with a quote from Salman Rushdie, who 
calls the work “A jeremiad of great clarity and force that one might have called torrential were 
the language not so finely controlled.”1 In its density, the physical text becomes a metaphor 
of Antigua. Like the island it describes, the work is “a small place”; and like that island, access 
to its inner complexities is not as easily accomplished as one might think.

Also, like Antigua, it is difficult to find a place for the text in terms of genre. As a country, 
Antigua has wrestled to find its identity. An island with little or no natural resources, Antigua 
exists mainly as a convenient port for travelers. Though there is some agricultural production 
in the form of cotton and pineapples, tourism and banking are Antigua’s primary industries. 
Antigua has made attempts at other commercial ventures, as evidenced by the rusting oil refin-
ery Kincaid mentions in her text, but the small island nation has been unable to establish its 
identity outside that of a resort location and a tax haven.2 According to Kincaid, the industries 
Antigua has developed—service and tourism— are based on the fact that “[Antiguans] have 
made the degradation and humiliation of their daily lives into their own tourist attraction.”3 
Bonham Richardson, a scholar of Caribbean geography, blames the Antiguan government, as 
well as other Caribbean governments, for promoting tourism as national industries:

Billboards throughout the region remind (black) local residents to put on happy smiles for (white) 
tourists. . . .So groups of tourists can be typically loud and offensive while expecting deferential 
servility from their “hosts.” Caribbean governments, with an eye on tourist profits, reinforce these 
expectations. It is perhaps needless to point out that this economically imposed servility is galling 
in light of the obvious (at least to the Caribbean peoples) inequities. . . .4

Richardson exposes the economic and social impact of tourism on Antigua and the govern-
ment’s active pursuit of tourist dollars, tracing one important source of the problem back to 
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